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sacrificed, without necessity, if an occasion should be found
or sought for fighting a battle; which, she very well knew,
Prince Eugene would eagerly attempt, and put all into con-
fusion, to gratify his own ambition, the enmity of his new
masters the Dutch, and the xage of his court.

But the Duke of Ormonde, who, with every other quality
that can accomplish or adorn a great man, inherits all the
valour and loyalty of his ancestors, found it very difficult to
acquit himself of his commission;1 for Prince Eugene, and all
the field-deputies of the States, had begun already to talk
either of attacking the enemy, or besieging Quesnoy, the
confederate army being now all joined by the troops they ex-
pected ; and accordingly, about three days after the Duke
had received those orders from court, it was proposed to his
grace, at a meeting with the prince and deputies, that the
French army should be attacked, their camp having been
viewed, and a great opportunity offering to do it with success ;
for the Marechal de Villars, who had notice sent him by
Mons. de Torcy of what was passing, and had signified the
same by a trumpet to the Duke, shewed less vigilance than
was usual to that general, taking no precautions to secure
his camp, or observe the motions of the allies, probably on
purpose to provoke them; the Duke said, "That the Earl
of Stafford's sudden departure for England, made him
believe there was something of consequence now transacting,
which would be known in four or five days; and therefore
desired they would defer this or any other undertaking, until
he could receive fresh letters from England." Whereupon
the prince and deputies immediately told the Duke, "That
they looked for such an answer as he had given them : That
they had suspected our measures for some time, and their
suspicions were confirmed by the express his grace had so
lately received, as well as by the negligence of Mons. Villars."
They appeared extremely dissatisfied; and the deputies told
the Duke, that they would immediately send an account of

1 For an estimate of Ormonde's character see Swift's " Enquiry into
the Behaviour of the Queen's Last Ministry," vol. v. of present edition
(pp. 428-430). Ormonde had done very little to deserve succeeding
such a soldier as Marlborough. Indeed, his name was associated with
the disgraceful expedition to Cadiz, in which he was in command of
the English troops [T. S.]